CHAPTER IX
FRANCE INVADED: 1708

Queen Anne and the Whigs - general election - loss of Ghent
and Bruges - battle of Oudenarde - siege of Lille.

AFTER the dismissal of Harley at the behest of
the Whig oligarchy, Marlborough and Godolphin,
formerly Tories and then non-party men, became
the prisoners of the Whigs. Under the inexorable
pressure of "the parliamentary facts they had sur-
rendered. Queen Anne was. as stubborn as ever.
She refused to- be more than polite to her new
Cabinet Ministers and did not hide her distaste
for some of the leading members of her Govern-
ment - with one exception, her Commander-in-
Chief. Sarah, seeing the Queen's antagonism to
the Whigs and notably to her son-in-law, Sunder-
land, wrote Anne abusive letters. Godolphin
was aware that the Queen would dismiss him as
soon as she dared. Both therefore appealed to
Marlborough to pacify the Queen, and when he
was in the midst of the 1708 campaign he had to
employ his time writing soothingly to Anne, try-
ing to keep the Home Government in being while
he won the war. But gone was the intimacy of
the early days. Frequent threats of resignation
were uttered both by him and by Godolphin,
but Marlborough's threats were mostly bluffs.
The tactless conduct of Sarah, the growing bore-
dom of Godolphin, who declared his life was a
burden, the high-handed blackmail of the Whigs,
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